Spring/Summer 2009
Dear [landowner’s name],

This letter is to introduce a biological assessment project led by Hudsonia, a local research institute, and undertaken by representatives of several Town of Red Hook committees including the Conservation Advisory Council and Planning Board, as well as members of the Village of Tivoli Planning Board and Town of Rhinebeck Conservation Advisory Council.  The group has been learning to identify and map significant habitats, using maps, aerial photographs, and field observations.

Hudsonia Ltd. is a not-for-profit, non-advocacy institute for research and education in the environmental sciences.  Our biodiversity education program instructs community leaders in laboratory and field tech-niques for recognizing and assessing biological resources, and using the information proactively for town-wide planning and for siting and designing projects for development and conservation.

Participants analyze maps (topographic, soils, geology) and aerial photographs to predict where certain habitats are likely to occur in a selected study area of several thousand acres. Then they visit as many of the predicted habitat units as possible to verify or correct their predictions, and to assess habitat quality. The group will ultimately prepare a habitat map for their study area and a report describing the habitats, and the species of conservation concern that those habitats may support.  The report will include recommen-dations for planning and conservation where appropriate.  The entire exercise is for educational purposes only; the map and report have no legal or regulatory weight.

Now engaged in the field-verification part of the project, the training group is seeking permission from landowners for walking access to properties in order to check habitat predictions.  All or part of your property lies within the group’s study area, so one of the members will be contacting you soon to request permission to field-check habitats on your land.

If you have any questions about the program please contact me or any other member of the training group (listed below), or Andrew Meyer, Hudsonia’s Biodiversity Educator (845-758-0600, ameyer@bard.edu).
Yours truly,
Red Hook and Rhinebeck Biodiversity Assessment Training Group
Brenda Cagle, Gloria Fox, Ann Gabler, Nancy Guski, Linda Keeling, Charlie Lang, Anne Rubin, Peter Sweeney, and Larry Thetford

